
ful for. It might be that they 

were able to get out of bed 

this morning! Or they are 

glad to have a furry com-

panion greet them at the 

door when they get home. 

Then we can pray. Pray with 

that person or in your per-

sonal prayers. Pray for what 

the person is struggling 

with and offer to God their 

expression of thanksgiving.  

 

This is a spiritual practice 

that can be done with peo-

ple of any age. At our din-

ner table, before we get 

into what might have been 

frustrating about our day 

we all go around and say 

something we are thankful 

for. Often those responses 

include “Momma” and 

“Daddy” or that the kids 

took a long nap that day! 

No matter how silly it might 

sound to us, God welcomes 

and encourages us all to 

celebrate the goodness 

which God shares with us 

each and every day. 

 

So friends, what are you 

thankful for? 

 

 

Pastor Melissa 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Living in Michigan and in the 

Caro community it isn’t hard 

to get caught up in the chal-

lenges we face. Walking our 

neighborhood it is impossible 

to ignore the number of “For 

Sale” signs littered in the 

lawns of vacant houses. 

We’ve all heard the stories of 

our children, grandchildren, 

other family and friends who 

have left the area because of 

plants closing down and com-

panies downsizing. Our 

church isn’t escaping many of 

these same challenges as 

watch our budget deficit grow 

larger each year.  

 

As we enter the month of No-

vember and a holiday desig-

nated for giving thanks for 

the blessings in our lives, it 

would seem easier to allow 

ourselves to focus on all the 

challenges that continue 

ahead and not the blessings 

that surround us. We do have 

blessings, an abundance of 

them.   

 

For example this month First 

Presbyterian Church will wel-

come 6 new people into 

membership. This is a bless-

ing! If you have not had the 

opportunity to meet Eric and 

Karn Brown,  David and 

Crystal Conwill, Mark 

Bales, and Pam Campbell 

please greet them with the 

peace of Christ. They bring 

a variety of gifts and skills 

to our family of faith and 

we look forward to walking 

with them on their faith 

journeys.  

 

As our community walks 

along side both new mem-

bers and those who have 

shared their faith for 

years, what ways can we 

encourage each other to 

find the small moments in 

life to offer our thanksgiv-

ing to God? This can be 

difficult when it seems 

that our job situation, fail-

ing health or grief is over-

whelming us. It can feel 

like we don’t have any-

thing to be thankful for at 

all. How can we as a family 

of faith encourage one 

another to be thankful 

people in the midst of our 

challenges? 

 

First, we can spend time 

with one another. Listen-

ing to the stories of each 

others lives and where 

those struggles are. Ask 

that person to share one 

small thing they are grate-
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Buildings and Grounds: Painting in the Narthex to be completed, lawn mower 

fixed, and preparations for the Christmas season will soon be under way!  

Worship/Christian Life Committee: Many great opportunities for fellowship and 

worship coming up in the next month. Please read the rest of the newsletter for 
more information. The beginning of December will be a busy time as we are host-
ing the Presbytery of Lake Huron meeting, the Gingerbread Festival neighborhood 
home tour, and TACA Christmas Concert. We will need folks to help out as greet-
ers and Christmas cookie makers!  

Christian Education: Remember if you are unable to teach Sunday School on the 

week you are assigned to find your own replacement. And teachers are encouraged 
to use their creativity with the lesson plans provided in the folders. 

Finance and Personnel: A draft budget for 2010 was reviewed and will be voted on 

next month. Projections still indicate a major deficit with less than half of our oper-
ating budget received in pledges. with our expenses for utilities expected to continue 
to rise, it will be necessary to spend our endowments at an increased rate. 

Clerks Report: Matters of record were recorded regarding membership transfer, new 

members, deaths and baptism for 2009. These minutes will be officially reported to 
the presbytery at the end of the month.  

Pastor’s Report: The feedback of the Fireside Chats continues to be the focus of our 

conversations at session meetings. These conversations are challenging us out of 
our comfort zones to explore what God’s purpose is for our congregation. It is our 
hope that over our next meeting in November we will be able to bring to the Con-
gregational Meeting December 13th, 2009 some clarity and vision for how we are 
moving ahead into our future. 

Session Seedlings 
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With God as our source of light and energy, the session of First Presbyterian Church “nurtures the 
seeds” of opportunities for members of the congregation to be a community living and offering joy and 
hope through worshipping God and following Christ into the world as disciples. Here are some of the 
seedlings the session watered at their last meeting: 

 
From our Organist: I would like to invite you to attend the first 
in the series of  lunchtime Advent concerts at First Presbyterian 

Church in Saginaw on Monday, November 30th.  I was honored 
to be asked to be the guest organist for this concert.  I have spent 

some time with Gregory Largent, the organist at that 

church.  He has helped me learn my way around their huge pipe 
organ.  It’s approximately three times the size of  the organ at 

our church.  The organ in Saginaw is a 3 manual, 71 rank Casa-

vant.  Ours is a 2 manual, 27 rank Aeolian-Skinner.  Both organs 
are wonderful instruments.  Each one is designed and custom 

made for the church in which it’s located.  I love playing the Ae-

olian-Skinner at our church, but it’s a special treat to play that 
huge Casavant in Saginaw .  I’m excited about the concert.  I’ll 
be playing 30 minutes of  Advent and Christmas music.  The 

concert begins at 12:15 p.m.  It’s free and open to the pub-
lic.  First Presbyterian Church is at the corner of  Court and Har-

rison Streets in Saginaw .   Concert 
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December 6th Gingerbread 

Village Home Neighborhood 
Home Tour starting @ First 

Presbyterian 1:00pm 
 

December 8th 7:00pm: TACA 
Christmas Concert  

 

December 24th 7:00pm: 
Christmas Eve Service 

Do you have a favorite Christmas hymn? 
 

 Can’t wait ’til December to belt it out?  
 

Well here is your opportunity. On the November 
29th, it is the First Sunday in Advent and you will 

hear your favorite Advent and Christmas tunes here 
before you do at the mall!  

Join us on November 1st 2009 
in worship as we remember 

and celebrate All Saints’ Day.  

Men’s Holiday Dinner and Hanging of  the Greens 
While everyone is getting into the Christmas spirit please join us after worship for the Men’s Holiday 

Dinner/ Potluck and the Hanging of the Greens. The men of the church will provide ham, potatoes 

and a vegetable. Please bring other sides and dessert to accompany this wonderful meal. When every-
one has their fill we will decorate the church for Christmas. Please mark your calendars for 

 November 29th 2009 as this event is happening a week earlier than normal. 

 

 

 

 
 

November 8th 2009 
 

Join Pamela as she celebrates with her 
new family of faith the  

sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

December 1st 2009  

Presbytery of Lake Huron Meeting 
 

Join Pastor Melissa in celebrating her installa-

tion as moderator of the Presbytery. The meet-

ing is happening right here at First Pres! It 

would be great for everyone to join us for this 
exciting time. There are of course a few things 

you can do to help out.  

 

Volunteers are needed for the following: 

• Christmas Cookies 

• Breakfast breads/ Muffins 

• Setup/ Clean up 

• Greeters/ Ushers 

• Coffee Hosts 

Please check the sign up sheets in the parlor to see 

where your gifts and skills can be used. 



Notes from the October PWA Meeting: 
 
The Presbyterian Women’s Association gathered for their 
monthly potluck and business meeting. Lorraine Cramer 
opened with prayer. There were 5 ladies present, the treas-
urer's report was $2,085.63 CD; $1,664.69 checking account. 
The women are organizing the signup sheets, food, and volun-
teers for the December 1st Presbytery meeting happening at 
our church. They ask that everyone who is able to help out in 
some way. Contact Helene Lick if you have not been to 
church to sign up and find out ways you can volunteer your 
time or baking skills!  
 
 
 

ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US! 

Women’s Association Potluck: November 10th 6:00pm 
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November  
 

 
2 Barb Allison 
5 Lynn Schriber 
19 Joyce Buerge 
24 Karlee Romain 
25 Jason Profit 
25   Sherry Wood 
29 Walt Allison 
 
 
27 John and Donna Siegner 

All the men of the 

church are invited 

to the church for 

fellowship and 

breakfast. 

November 21st  

8:30am 

A Thanksgiving Day prayer, by Brian F. King,  
O Lord, with humble hearts we pray 

Thy blessing this Thanksgiving Day 

And ask that at table place, 

Where grateful folk say words of grace, 
That Thou will come to share the yield 

Thy bounty gave to farm and field. 

We pray thy love will bless, O Lord, 

Each hearth, each home, each festive board; 

And that Thy peace will come to stay 

Where candles glow, Thanksgiving Day. 
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Orders for Poinsettias are now being taken. The cost for the poinsettias this year will be 

$12.00. Order forms may be mailed to the church, put in the offering plate, or left in 
the church office mailbox marked “flowers.” Please note on your check “Poinsettia.” All 

orders should be received no later than  Sunday, December 6th 2009. 
 

 

Name: ______________________________ Phone Number:_____________ 

 

# of Poinsettias _______   

 

Color (please check) [  ] Red  [  ] White   [  ] Pink  [   ] Marbled 

 

Given by (names to appear in bulletin):___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: _______________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: _____________________________________ 

 

 

[  ] Check here if your wish to take your “Poinsettia” with you after worship  

service on December 27th. Otherwise, they will be delivered to shut-ins and nursing 

home residents. 

 

 

 

Special Note 
If you would rather, it is fine to order your poinsettia through the Garden Club (contact Donna 

Siegner) or bring one to the church from another source (like the Tech Center). Please water 

and care for your poinsettia at home and deliver on December 19th 2009. That is the day they 

will be arranged in the sanctuary. Complete this form marking the box below and indicate 

above the message to be included in the bulletin.  

 

[  ] I (we) do not wish to order a plant but plan to provide one from another source.  Please 

include my (our) Dedication in the Bulletin.  

Poinsettia Order Form 


